
BIO: Dr. Sirisha Naidu is Associate Professor of Economics and affiliate faculty in the Race, Ethnicity and Gender Studies
department at University of Missouri-Kansas City, and Research Associate at the Asian Political Economy at University of
Massachusetts Amherst. Her research and teaching are in the fields of feminist political economy, development and environment,
and political ecology. Her particular research interests relate to issues of environmental justice and community forestry, agrarian
political economy, women's labor and work. She currently serves on the Steering Committee of the Union of Radical Political
Economics.

SEMINAR SERIES: This social reproduction seminar series is part of the Laws of Social Reproduction project led by Prof. Prabha
Kotiswaran, and based at King's College London and IWWAGE Delhi. Feminist scholars have long demonstrated the invisibility of
women’s reproductive labour, with feminist economists striving to get international agencies and national governments to redraw
the “production boundary” to ensure the recognition of women’s unpaid labour. Today mainstream international institutions
acknowledge that women’s unpaid labour hinders their participation in the formal economy, particularly in the Global South.
Nonetheless, there remains an absence of commitment from states and international institutions to such systemic reforms.
Anchored in the context of India, our project thus conceptualises women’s reproductive labour to include unpaid domestic work, but
also abject forms of labour performed by women outside of the institutional domain of marriage and for the market, namely, sex
work, erotic dancing, commercial surrogacy and paid domestic work. Drawing on feminist legal theory and deploying methodologies
ranging from doctrinal case law analysis to ethnographies of women’s labour markets, this project problematises law’s jurisdictional
boundaries over women’s reproductive labour and critiques the varied, even contradictory, legal regulation of reproductive labour
as well as the misguided law reform initiatives that undermine women’s economic agency. Given the current interest, nationally and
internationally, in unpaid care work, our project offers a timely intervention by proposing a holistic understanding of reproductive
labour and exploring prospects for an alternate regulatory matrix to further women’s economic justice.

For more information about the project or to join the network, please email Prabha.kotiswaran@kcl.ac.uk. The Laws of Social
Reproduction project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (under
grant agreement No. 772946)

ABSTRACT: 
The literature on agrarian change in India has largely employed
class categories based upon data on land, assets and
occupational status. Land and asset data tend to exist at the level
of households. Indicators of occupation have neither fully
counted unpaid reproductive labor nor accounted for diversified
livelihood strategies. As a result, categorizations of class in the
literature on agrarian change tend to collapse women's class
relations into those of male household heads. The recent
completion of India's first ever national time use survey in 2019
provides an opportunity to address these longstanding gaps.
Does time use data lends itself to an understanding of class
relations?In what ways does it (i) offer an expanded conception
of work as including reproductive labor, (ii) better accommodate
the highly diversified livelihoods of rural Indians, and (iii) better
grasp the co-constitution of caste, gender and class? Drawing
from the rich literature on social reproduction, I compare the
class relational mapping obtained from time-use data with other
class-related measures. I examine the possibilities and limits of
employing time use data to deepen feminist political economy
analyses of agrarian change.
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