
Dr. Sandra Bärnreuther is an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, University of
Lucerne. Her research interests revolve around the fields of
medical anthropology, the anthropology of science, political
anthropology, and the anthropology of digitalization. 

After studying at different universities in Germany, India, and the
USA, she received her PhD from the South Asia Institute and the
Cluster of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a Global Context” at the
University of Heidelberg with a project on IVF in India. She has
taught in Heidelberg, at the University of Zurich, and the University
of Chicago and was a visiting researcher at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Institute of Advanced Study, the University of Edinburgh, the
University of Oxford, and the Max Planck Institute for Social
Anthropology. 

The Laws of Social Reproduction project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme (under grant agreement No. 772946). For more information about the
project, please email Prabha.kotiswaran@kcl.ac.uk. 

TITLE: Substantial Relations: Making Global Reproductive Medicine in Postcolonial India
SPEAKER: Dr. Sandra Bärnreuther, Assistant Professor at the Department of Social and

Cultural Anthropology, University of Lucerne
READER: Dr. Sneha Banerjee, Assistant Professor, University of Hyderabad

WHEN: Friday, December 2nd, 12 - 1.00pm GMT/5.30-6.30pm IST
WHERE: Teams; Follow the link to join

 

Seminar: Conversations on Social Reproduction

Substantial Relations examines global reproductive medicine in India, focusing on in vitro
fertilization. Since the 1970s, India has played a central but shifting role in shaping global
reproductive medicine—from a provider of raw material, to a producer of knowledge and
technology, to a creator of a thriving medical market that attracts patients from all over the world.
Relying on archival material and oral history, Substantial Relations traces the path of this
transnational historical trajectory. This book also examines the contemporary making of IVF in
Delhi. Drawing on ethnographic research in homes, hospitals, and laboratories, Sandra Bärnreuther
provides deep insights into the intricacies of clinical life and everyday experience by depicting IVF
users' quest for offspring and their fears of establishing unwanted ties, as well as the minute
engagements of clinicians and laboratory staff with reproductive substances.

Thinking through substances—metaphorically and materially—Sandra Bärnreuther provides a novel
and rich analysis of the various relations that the burgeoning IVF sector in India has relied on and
generated. Substantial Relations contributes to a broader understanding of reproductive medicine
as a global phenomenon constantly in the making, situating India in the midst of, rather than
peripheral to, this process.
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